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Celebrating Black History 

 
Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History Week" and later 
as "Black History Month." What you might not know is that black history had barely begun to be studied 
or even documented, when the tradition originated. Although blacks have been in America at least as 
far back as colonial times, it was not until the 20th century that they gained a respectable presence in 
the history books.  The perseverance of every black culture, African, Caribbean, and American  
yesterday as well as today, I believe continues to be a defining characteristic of African heritage.  
Perseverance, a continuous action of believing, continuing in a state of grace, leading to a state of 
glory, distinguishes us as a people who understand the concept of a forgotten and suffering servant.   
 
In African American history, part of the rationalization of the slave trade was to "civilize" and "Christianize" the Africans. Thus 
missionary efforts among the slaves were allowed because owners assumed that Christianity would make slaves better 
workers. However, in the course of this instruction, the slaves discovered something.  While the Bible did teach, "Slaves, obey 
your earthly masters with respect and fear," it also said, "And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, 
since you know that he who is both your Master and theirs is in heaven and there is no favoritism with him."  They discovered 
that the slavery alluded to in the Bible was substantially different from what they were experiencing. Too many masters wanted 
their slaves to submit to the commands of Scripture but were unwilling to live by those commands themselves.  The slaves 
discovered this contradiction but did not allow that to interfere with receiving the transcendent truth of the Bible.  Faith and 
perseverance enabled our forefathers to endure these trials and hardships.  This same faith and perseverance inspired leaders 
yesterday and today to respond courageously to the problems of our people who were at one time the most vulnerable 
members of society.  Some of us unfortunately still remain in a state of vulnerability not necessarily in the physical realm but 
rather in the spiritual one.  
 
Kingdom consciousness is not accidental but rather purposeful and direct towards anyone with whom it comes face to face.  
The discovery of truth as the slaves realized was brought about through language – a body of words and the systems for their 
use common to a people who are of the same community or nation, the same geographical area, or the same cultural tradition.  
The slaves discovered that the language of the Bible spoke of a heavenly kingdom and the inherent value of all human beings.  
But specifically to the nation of believers, as they entered into prayer and worship, they experienced a momentary but 
galvanizing force and foretaste of an eventual eternal reward in glory.  The promise of God encourages and convinces them to 
hold to the words of Christ. What else could they do but persevere? 
 
As we celebrate our history, remember the parable in Luke 18 of a widow, much like the slaves in American history (very 
different from the slavery we suffer today) for all intensive purposes does not exist, and is treated unfairly by an unjust judge 
who neither cared for nor recognized her as some one of any importance.  Perseverance became her spiritual weapon against 
her physical suffering.  Likewise today, we as a people of African heritage (and if truth be told we all have some African 
heritage) must continue to respond spiritually with perseverance to the negative forces and physical influences which enslave 
and oppress us to the point of poverty in spirit that is reflected by our behavior to self-preserve.  Every community that is built 
on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ must continue to examine its practice in Christianity with what is described in 
the Bible.  What that means for us, is in the words of the voice heard by St Augustine (a native African), “take and read, take 
and read” as found in his writings Confessions.  The language we must adopt is the language of God and of his Son, so that we 
don’t become the unjust judge, lest we be judged with the same measure of injustice. 
 

Please note: Although Rev. Whitfield is not in the office daily, she is available for any pastoral need.  Her 

contact number is (610) 745-2053.  Please call when anyone is hospitalized. 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhm1.html


 ECW Announcements 

Episcopal Church Women will sponsor Layette Sunday on March 24th to benefit the deserving children of St. George/St. 

Barnabas Mission.  Donations can go to Shirley Warner, or if you prefer to purchase items to donate Shirley will have the 

list of children and their sizes by the beginning of March. 

 ECW Annual Card Party Saturday, April 24th.  Tickets will be available at February’s meeting 

Summer Employment Opportunities at Holiday House  

 
Holiday House is looking for a few skilled, community service–oriented individuals to work during the 2010 Summer 

season!!!  Applicants for Management positions must be 18+ years, and possess strong service skills. Start/Finish dates are 

adjustable based on availability:  June & September (weekends only), July and August (full weeks).  If interested, please 

contact Nancy Myshko at 610-213-0495 for details!  

 

www.gfspaholidayhouse.org 
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 Food Cupboard Needs Your Paper Grocery Bags 

The Food Cupboard still needs full-size paper grocery bags for packing. So keep them coming. It’s a great way to 

recycle used grocery bags!  Also food donations are always needed and welcome!  We feed approximately 125 

families monthly.  

2/7 Vestry  •  2/14 Roundtable • 2/21  Brotherhood of St. Andrew •  2/28 Daughters of the King 

U. S. Census Part Time Employment Opportunities 
 

Candidates must be at least 18 yrs. of age and possess a valid photo I.D. and Social Security Card. The 

Census Department offers flexible work hours, starting pay of $14.00 an hour, and mileage reimbursement.  

Please call 1-866-861-2010 for  more information. 

“We Are One in the Spirit...Yes we Are” 
 

 
A diocesan service celebrating  the life and ministry of Blessed Absalom Jones, the first African American priest in the 

Episcopal church will be held at  9:30 AM on February 13, 2010 at the Cathedral.  The service will feature remarks by the 

Rev. Canon Edward W. Rodman and a gospel mass choir. There will be a reception immediately following service. 

The Roundtable Presents Black History Month Talk Series focusing on achievements of African Americans in the 

sciences. Each Sunday in February the life and accomplishments of an African American scientist will be 

highlighted culminating with a Black History Quiz on Sunday, February 28th.  Prizes will be awarded.  

The Edna Carroll Chapter of the Order of the Daughters of the King will host a Quiet Day on Saturday, February 20, 

2010.  A suggested donation of $10.00 is asked to cover continental breakfast and lunch.  Please inform Helen Allen or 

Adele Thomas of your plans to attend.   

Anglican Women’s Empowerment Series 
 
Anglican women who traveled to Beijing in 1995 will share their experiences.  All are welcome to attend this free 
event. 

Friday, March 8th • 6:30-8:30 PM 
Church of the Heavenly Rest Episcopal Church • 2 E 90th Street •NYC 



February 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 
 

Clair & Jack  
Nelson 

 
Self Defense 
Class 7:00 PM 

2 
Noon Day Prayers  
Holy Eucharist & 

Healing  
 

Choir  7:00 PM 

3 
Bible Study  

6:00 PM 
 

Self Defense Class 
7:00 PM 

4 5 6 

7 
 
 

Pattie & G. 
Shaun Davis 

 
Ushers Guild 

8 
Self Defense 
Class 7:00 PM 

9  
Choir  7:00 PM 

 
 

Jean Fowler 
Kelson Frasier 

10 
Schuylkill Deanery 
Plenary meeting 

6:00PM 
 

Self Defense Class 
7:00 PM 

11 
 

 
 

Niasha Gamble  

12 
Family Night   

6:00 PM 

13 
 
 

A. Rae & Tarelton 
Williams 

 
Worship  

Committee 
10:00 AM 

14 
ECW Meeting 

15 
Self Defense 
Class 7:00 PM 

 
Denise Allen 

16 
Noon Day Prayers  

Holy Eucharist 
 

Choir  7:00 PM 
 

Elijah E. Allen-
Morris 

  

17 
Self Defense Class 

7:00 PM 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Service  6:30 PM 

 
Meshack  
Osbourne 

18 19 20 
 
Daughters of the 
King 10:00 AM 

21 
Vestry Meeting  

Junior Choir 
Acolyte Guild 

 
Leroy Murray 

 

22 
Self Defense 
Class 7:00 PM 

23 
Choir  7:00 PM 

24 
Self Defense Class 

7:00 PM 
 

Lenten Bible Study 
6:00PM 

25 26 
 
 
 
Dereck Burchette 

27 

28 
Junior Choir 

      



 

Understanding Stewardship 
 
Stewardship teaches that all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God. We are, therefore, 
stewards of God's gifts during our lifetime. When we accept our lives as sheer gifts, and all that we 
have as gifts, the Holy Spirit leads us into a faithful response of how we use our gifts (our money, time, 
passions, and abilities) to grow the Body of Christ. 
 
Two hallmarks of the work of the Holy Spirit are joy and gratitude.  As a community of faith, we gather 
to explore, discern, pray, and nurture one another in becoming joyful and grateful stewards.  Practicing 

and teaching stewardship involves seeking greater insight into spiritual growth, the connection of money and faith, discernment 
of purpose, leadership, and giving. 
 
We here today at Holy Apostles and the Mediator are truly blessed because we are the recipients of an endowment left by 
members of this church from previous generations that were not necessarily hospitable to a changing community.  I am sure 
that they were probably certain and intended for their children to benefit from the money and time they fearlessly and faithfully 
gave.  Had their children remained in the community they would have in fact benefitted.  However, what they did not 
understand was that the church is a representation of God’s Kingdom and does not belong to humans, but to God, and the 
money given, along with the time and work put into the church is given for the glory of God, for the purpose of building his 
kingdom.  So what should we say the Kingdom is like?  What would you like it to be? 
 
In Matthew, Christ himself gave us eight examples of God’s Kingdom, beginning with the parable of the 
sower, Matthew 13:19-23.  Christ explains, “as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and another thirty.”  We exist today because of the fruit of a previous generation’s labor.  Where is Holy 
Apostles and The Mediator today?  Are we along the path, on rocky ground, among the thorns, or in the 
midst of good soil?  If we are among the good soil shouldn’t we too bear fruit and yield? 
 

 
 

"Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Don't be afraid or discouraged for the Lord God, my God is with you. He 
will not fail you or forsake you. He will see to it that all the work related to the Temple of the Lord is finished 

correctly." 
1Chronicles 28:20 

  
"Now, then, who will follow my example and give offerings to the Lord today?" 

1Chronicles 29: 5 

òFearless Giving in Fearful Times " 



Join  the journey 

See the Movie and  

Participate  
in the  Discussion 

on 
 

 

 
 

by Katrina Brown  

 
the Emmy Nominated Documentary 

 

 
Engage in the story of  one family coming to grip s with its involvement  

in the US slave trade.  
 

Reflect on how this history conti nues to impact our country today.  
 

Consider ways in which our diocese can continue to move beyond this legacy.  
 

Come be challenged to think about who we are, the things weõve been taught, 
how we see the world and participate in it to Godõs call.  

 

Wednesday , February 10, 2010, 6 pm  
Come enjoy dinner and a movie  

Holy Apostles and the Mediator  
51st and Spruce Streets   
Philadelphia, PA 19139   

A Schuylkill Deanery Plenary Event  

 
Presented and moderated by the Diocese of Pennsylvania  

Antiracism Commission  and An tiracism Team  

Additional Showings & Discussions will be offered throughout the Diocese in 2010 . 



Church of the Holy Apostles and the Mediator 

The Vestry  

The Reverend Deirdre Whitfield, Priest-in-Charge 

 

                  2011     2012     2013 

Byron Golson, Director of Music  Clare Nelson     Dereck Burchette 

Angela Harris-Thompson   Sonya Riggins Furlow, Evangelist Iola Harper  

Patricia Peterson    Boima Sonii    Everett Gillison 

51st & Spruce Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19139 

 

Rev. Deirdre Whitfield,  Priest In Charge Å (610) 745-2053 Å  revdwhitfield@comcast.net 
Organist/Choir Director: Byron Golson  Å byrongolson@yahoo.com 

A Slice of HAM  newsletter  Å marmar1103@yahoo.com   
215-472-3000 

info@hamphilly.org 
www.hamphilly.org 

 

 

 

 
 

    Sunday  Holy Eucharist ServicesÅ10:00 AM 
    1st Tuesday  Noonday Eucharist & Healing Service  
    3rd Tuesday  Noonday Eucharist  
    Wednesday  Bible Study & Light SupperÅ 6:00PM 

Memorials    

                             

2/10/1985  Edna Holt Carroll          2/5/2000 Alphonso M. Harris         2/24/2003  George Clifford Bell, Jr. 

2/10/1993  Mary Fray Moore          2/17/2001 Iris Mae Harris 

 

http://us.mc353.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=revdwhitfield@comcast.net

