A Slice of H.A.M.

April 2010 Church of the Holy Apostles and the Mediator

The Amen Corner -Reverend Deirdre Whitfield

Alleluia, Christ is Risen!

When Jesus emerged on the public scene he was an overnight sensation! On Palm S
branches were spread before him and there were shouts of Hosanna. In shouting Hosanna
saying "Save us now" Jesus. Great crowds came to hear him preach. A wave of religious expectation swept the
countryside.

But the cheering did not last for long. There came a point when the tide began to turn against him. Gdo|you dic
much at first. People still came to see him, but the old excitement was missing, and the crowds were nobasnfrge as
His critics now began to publicly attack him. That was something new. Earlier they had been afraid to dpgak out
masses, but they began to perceive that the fickle public was turning on him. Soon the opposition began td snowb
discovered that they could not discredit his moral character, they began to take more desperate measurestapefore if
tidal wave welled up that brought Jesus to his knees under the weight of a cross. Why did the masses sihimdjcally tu
How did the shouts of Hosanna on Sunday transform into the shouts of crucify him on Friday?

One reason why the cheering stopped is that Jesus began to talk more and more about commitment. During tF
of Jesus life a very interesting scene occurred in full view of the people. A rich young ruler came entbusistically runni
You are all familiar with the dialogue that took place. Jesus says: Go and sell all that you have and dhemittotép poor ¢
follow me. The masses were stunned. They were troubled first for a theological reason. They had been raised [to belie
had especially blessed rich men. Yet, here is Jesus turning the big money away. | wonder how many churcheq would
We think that people who are wealthy and prominent are individuals who need to be recruited and cultivetess \\Ve think
in the world will lead to our success in the church.

One of the great Methodist preachers tells of a story that occurred several years ago. While talking totd group
Nebraska Wesleyan University, he asked how many of them were definitely committed to going into the pargsh| ministr
lady spoke up and said: "l have a problem with your use of the word commitment. That sounds very binéisig ard restri
was no longer talking only grace. He was now speaking about the othersibiigatimligitanbegan to talk about the
obligation that rests with a person who has accepted God's grace. The cheering began to stop when Jesus befjan to s
commitment.

Secondly, | think that the cheering began to stop when Jesus dared to suggest that all people are worth loving.
happens on Palm Sunday. In Matthew, Jesus goes to the temple and drives the moneychangers out. After the templs
emptied, however, he then invites in the lame, the poor, the sick, the outcasts of society. He darestutws®y info the cl
whom we would refer to today as those people. Obviously, that is not the way to win friends and influgnce peagple, rigl
bringing in these people it is his way of saying all people have access to God. It is his way of sayiedehaetiys is what t
Kingdom of God is going to be like. In the journey that we run, everyone matters, particularly, those vehm liawe|fallen a
outside. Why did the cheering stop? On Palm Sunday, Jesus opened the doors of the church to everyoneleltlangere
then, and still angers some people today.

Finally, I would suggest to you that the cheering stopped because Jesus began to talk more and more about a
early part of his ministry Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God. This they wanted to hear about, especially sihce the'
misunderstood this kingdom to be a restoration of Israel to the days of King David's glory. But increasatghbdegus beg.
sacrificeven giving up your life. The story is told-eka paseball game. When the young boy got up to thelatate he loo
over to the coach, and he saw him give the signal to sacrifice bunt. He then promptly proceeded to takestlitee big swir
out. The coach ran up to him and said: Didn't you see me give you the signal to sacrifice? Yes, the bosafigpiieadk But | d
that you meant it.

Isn't that what we so often say to God? Yes, lord, | heard that talk about sacrifice but | didn't reallyithink that yc
The cross says emphatically that he did mean it. Now that we celebrate a risen Christ, it is our turn ttosay thatwe me

Please note: Although Rev. Whitfield is not in the office daily, she is available for any pastoral need. Her
contact number is (610) 745 -2053. Please call when anyone is hospitalized.
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ECW Announcements

ECW Annual Card Party Saturday, April 24 t. Tickets are $15.00. Please see any member of ECW for
tickets.

ECW Broadway Theatre Bus Trip to see Memphis, Saturday June 5 t. Bus leaves municipal parking lot
at 49t & Spruce at 9:30 AM. Cost $165.00 includes stop for dinner at Golden Corral, Audubon, N.J.
Please see Alberta Williams or Lucille Potts for more information.

Church Revival
5 Two nights of praise and worship, sponsored in part by Daughters of The King
Il Thursday May 13 t & Friday, May 14 th

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew invites the men of Holy Apostles to join them for a weekend of
Spiritual exploration & fellowship.
26" Annual Retreat
June 11-13h
The DuPont Memorial House
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
Cost-$218.00 (includes meals)

B Sacrament of Reconciliation R .
\ Holy Saturday //
Ny April 3, 2010 at 8:00 PM o e

S5 The Philadelphia Cathedral NS

Exultet Service
Intoned by Rev. Deirdre Whitfield

The Girl's Friendly Society of Holy Apostles is sending Synae Allen and Samantha Fowler to the

Annual National Assembly in California this June. They will experience five full days filled with
exciting activities. There will be meetings, workshops, worship, fellowship, election of National
Officers, an Installation service and a banquet. GFS will be hosting fundraisers in the next few weeks

to help defray t he cost of airline tickets.  The Philadelphia and National GFS has provided some
grant money to defray costs but it is not enough to pay for the airline tickets and other expenses.
Your support is appreciated through the planned fundraisers and/or by direct donation.

Expressions of Sympathy are offered to Richard Warner and his family in the loss of his father George
Warner.

Save the Date
The 12th Annual Taste of the World
Saturday, May 22 nd
6:00-9:00 PM
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Maundy Good Friday Exatlt Serrvice
Thursday The Cathedral
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Self Defense Noon Day Bible Study Family Night Worship
Class 7:00 PM Prayers 6:00 PM 6:00 PM Committee
Holy Eucharist & 10:00 AM
Healing Self Defense
Resurrection Class 7:00 PM
Sunday Choir 7:00 PM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
ECW Meeting Self Defense Noon Day Bible Study
Class 7:00 PM Prayers 6:00 PM
Holy Eucharist &
Healing Self Defense
Class 7:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Vestry Meeting Self Defense Noon Day Bible Study ECW Card Party
Junior Choir Class 7:00 PM Prayers 6:00 PM
Holy Eucharist &
Healing Self Defense
Class 7:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
25 26 27Noon Day 28 29 30
Junior Choir Self Defense Prayers Bible Study
Class 7:00 PM | Holy Eucharist & 6:00 PM
Healing
Self Defense
Choir 7:.00 PM | Class 7:00 PM

4 Jean Lewis

5 Spencer Sonii

8 C. Marcus Furlow

18 Odetteé Morris

19 George C. Bell, 1lI
22 Allean Scott & Robert Allen

25 Joseph Williams
30 Lucinda Witherspoon
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